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The ugly-duckling subwoofer is forced 16 hide its drivers In disgrace behind its prettier sisters

HOME CINEMA CHEICE MAY 2008



REVIEWS 99

Children of the
Revolution

Beauty is in the ear of the beholder. Adam Rayner enjoys a Tannoy
speaker system that's way too cool for simple station announcements...

|Ike Tannoy. &swith Xerox, Hoower

and Sellotape, its name has
become a label that now applies
to a whole category of stuff.

But if vou thought that all its
loudspeakers could handle were
raspy announcements up and down
supermarket aisles, then you're
much mistaken. Tha brand's
Fevolution Signature range of home
cinema speakers auditioned

here are evolved way past this
illustrious history.

And although Tannoy still makes
speakers with names rather than
numbers. this new linewp s definltely
a 21st Century AV cffering, with some
style and pizzazz, too.

Odd one out
‘Well, style and plzzazz except for the
subywoofer, that is, which s designed
to be hidden —or at least not looked
at, Itis as ugly as an ogre in
Companson 1o the lovely, lustrous
woodwaork the other teardrop-
shaped boxes are wrapped in,

The wooter is from a seres simply

I'. must be difficult to be a brand

called TS as In, er, Tannoy Subwoofer,

and boasts a soft grey finish. The one
in this array s the biggest, a 12in job
with S00W in its guts. It has a sexy
set of balanced inputs and outputs
an XLR plugs, as well as the de-rigewr
phono inputs, There's no silly high
level speaker nonsense on the back
of this one

The subwoofer fires downwards
and the driver has a huge surround

suspension to it — it looks like it
might hit the floor. Of course, it
doesn’t, but the supplied spikes are
a good idea. There |s, in fact, an extra
sheet In the Instruction book, that
has clearly been printed and added
afterwamds, that suggests use of the
small cup-shaped thingles
undermeath the splkes, when the sub
is uzed an a hard floor, This woofer
wias probably rattling like a ball-
bearingin the back of Transit van
before these wene added for use in
marble halis=. The moving
mass of the woofer must
be considerable.

There are some useful controls on
the TSIZ You get a cantinuously
variable phase knob to go from
0-180° and LF ext2nsion controd
with adjustrment marked from
50Hz to 40Hz 1o 30Hz. A ‘Music”
label adoms the SOHz setting,
30Hz s the 'Theater” (sic) setting

obvioushy meant for sale in the
LISA then, Crassaver Irequency 15
selectable between 50Hz and 150Hz2

The main course

Away from the boxy, drab subwoofer,
the main speakers (centra, rears

and fronts) are parpeous to behaold,
They are all bi-wire/bli-amp style
with a sat of binding posts for HF
and LE input, connected with a
jumper bar until you do so0. Also
—and | have never seen thison a
speaker before — there [s a fifth green
terminal that, when connectad 1o
your AV hardware; electrically earths
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thedriver chassis This reduces RF
noise in the system and, claims
Tannoy. brings substantial
improvernents In mid-range clarity

The supplied manwal Is excellant,
despite one simple malapropism
Discrete means separate, as in five
discrete channels, The manual refers
to ‘discrest channels’ which means
they are unassuming and would not
offend the neighbours. This s
patently untrue, asin addition to
a senous slice of power-handling,
the high-frequency drivers within the
dual concentric “Tullpy' waveguldes
give these speakers a slice of
efficiency too. A figure of BSdB
means they bloody stonk. Put simply.
wou can wake the dead, let alone
the neighbours,

All the enclosures are equipped
wilth a &in dual-concentric Tannoy
driver that reaches right up to bat
freguencies. This gives a lovely image
and stage, with pin-sharp placement
of sounds within the field around you.
The DCG rears have just one of thase,
whila the DCBT towers have an extra
bass-anly driver to add to the air
flowing In and out of the sexy. curved
port beneath, The centre DELCR Is
chvlously designed for all-stage use
as well. It has no port. but inaddition
to the same driver complemant as
Ihe toavers, gets another that looks
the same but isn't driven. This passive
radiator gives the loudspeaker some
of the bass-boosting benefits of a
port but keaps the cabinet sealed
The air pressurs Inside the cabinet
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Centre point:
The Tannoy
centre features
three Gin
drivers - and
cain be used for
ledt and right
as wall

Hide it

The TS-12 isn't
styled to match
any particular
Tannoy
loudspeaker,
so tuck it away
out of sight

alds the driver's suspension and
allows the cone to hit deep-down low
frequencies at high volumes without
getling into a flap.

They all feature natty hidden-
magnetically stuck-an grilles

Sting in the tail

For testing | fired up the old OTS/
OVD-Audio dual-format dise of
Sting's Srand Mew Oay album,
opting for the OTS track. Sting was
immediately right in frort of me and
at face helght, with percussian

to the back right and a swirly synth
line running in the back left zone.
Cymbals hung In space, rare and
delicate enough to haar the ‘ting!’
of wooden stick-tip on bronze,

All of this was underpinned with 3
deep tight bass. The performace

is very hi-fi and very clear | got
ponse burmps.

Mow, when cranked to the ends of
an amp's ability these horns can get
harsh = but that is sheer idlocy. |
actually 2ot the sound lavel meter

out and found an easy 93dB, It was
lowd, just waiting for
peaks and thumps and
was plenty potent. It's
lust so clean and easy,
you don't percelve the
level so oppressively.
Delicacy and grace with
power, [ke a boxer with
the soul of a concert
planist, With Sting
warbling away | found
miyself grooving off,

HOME CINEMA CHOICE MAY 2008

insing the work plot, | had to force
myself. with some discipline, 1o 20
check out a film...

The Simosans Mowie is, of course,
mastly a Foley jab, but there are
moments of sheer brilllance that
show.off the speakers' ahility to
recreate space and fealing.

When Homer arrives late to
church with his familly hex is heard
with parfect clarity from within,
exclaiming that the churchgoers
cannaot hear his rant as They ane toa
busy talking to their phoney baloney
Gad!’ Qur favourite cartoon family
enters to a sudden aching silence
[D&:Z7), felt by the echo of the doors
opening into an utterly dumbfounded
congregation. The audio mix is done
brilliant justice by these speakers, At
10mins S0sers Bart shoots his dad
repeatedly with a B8 gun, and,
through this system, the pops really
sound like they hurt.

Detail resolution i excallent.

At TPmin 3secs Flanders makes Bart
the world's most elaborate mug of
cocod, | counted no fewer than
eleven saparate delicate Foley
effacts, from spray cream to a
blowtorch scorching a marshmal low
that crackles just 3 little - befars
Bart grabs it from a window sill and
goes off into mid-distance to exclaim
'0h my God!' guietly to himself,

Sound lke this isn't just about
power and efficiency — it's about
control and richness, too. And these
Tannoys excel. It'd rate therm as a it
special. Revolutionary even o

- Specifications

Tannoy Revolution Signature DC6
Driwe Linkts: | x Sin paper pulp cones 1 x
lin HF dome

Enclosure’ Frant ported

Frequency Resoonse: S6Hz-35kHz
Sensitivity; BBAE (2 83V @im)

Power Handiing: 20-150W

Dimensione: 2260w ) x 365{h) «
225(0imrm

Weight: 73z

Cannections: Twin sats of bi-wirabie
Binding posts plus earth connectio
point

Tanmoy Revolution Signature DCST
D Linits: 2 & Bin paper pulp come; | &
ik HF gl

Enclosure: Front ported

Frequency Response: 34Hzx-35kHz

Powear Handling: Z0-175W
Oimensions: 2260w x G50[H) »
225{d}mm

Wesght= 16.5K8

Connections: Twin sets of hi-wiable
binching posts plus earth
connaction point

Revolution Signature DCELCR

Dbz Linits: 3 x BN paper pulp cone; 1 »
Iin HF dorme

Enclosure: Sealed = with a passhe
raciiatcr cone

Frequency Response; 36Hz-35kHz
Sersitivity: BOgBE {283V @1m)

Powar Handling: 20-175 Watts
Dirmensions GBO0{W) = 226(H) x
225(d)mm

Weight: 12. 7Kg

Connections; Twin sets of Di-wireable
bincling posts plus earth connection
fmm gl

Tannoy T512 subwoojer

Drive Linit: 12in kong-theow with [ame
top roll suspeEnsion

Enclosue: Seaied

Frequency Respones: -GdB @ J6Hz2,
(Cn boand power; SO0W RS
Dimensions 3350w ) x 372{h} x
F35(dymm

Weight: T2.5Kg

Connectians; Balanced XLR inand
outpUts plus bwin BRCA Inputs

URL: wwwitechradaroomy 241528

HCC VERDICT

Tannoy Revalution Signature
£2,900 Approx

Highs: Trermendous resalution and

detail; brilliant imaging and staging

Lows: Can get harsh if driven too

Ioud; subwoofer doesn't match the |
Iooks of the rest

Performance: EXOOO |

Design: OGO

Featurss; w

overal: POOGO
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Winner: Best Loudspeakers Over £2.000
First Reviewed: HCC #154

Gorgeously styled with lustrous woodwork, this
bi-wireable £2,900 system features some
interesting extras such as a dual-concentric tulip
waveguide and an earthing system for the drivers.
The 6in cones provide a
lovely image and staging,
while the tower speakers
and the ugly-but-punchy
subwoofer provide the
kick. We described these
speakers as delivering
‘delicacy and grace with
power, like a boxer with
the soul of a concert
pianist' —and it's not
often we're moved
like that.

Martin Logan Fresco |/Dynamo
First Reviewed: HCC #152

Focal JMLah
Chomus BOO
First Reviewed: HCC #145

AWARDS 2008 HOME CINEMA CHOICE



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

